Who We Are?

We are the ‘forgotten people’ of Sri Lanka which is a war torn island located at the south tip of India. 

The ethno-religious mix of Sri Lanka, with 20 million people, consists of ethnic Sinhalese (74%), Tamils (18%) and Moors (6.5%).

After the colonial ruling, the British handed over the power to the Sinhalese — the majority population in 1948. Since then we the minority Tamils have been discriminated against and treated as second-class citizens. The Tamil people have been systematically striped of their basic and fundamental rights by the successive Sinhalese governments. 

Our dictators made a series of disastrous decisions: imposing their language and religion (Buddhism) as the only official expression of the country, limiting access to universities and the civil service by the Tamil community, and refusing to broaden the country’s politics to allow an effective expression of Tamil opinion.

History:

Work of Sinhalese Extremism
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The Sinhalese traditionally believe that the Island belongs to only the Buddhist Sinhalese. This seems to be ingrained from the historical teachings of the language, even though the teachings of (Original) Buddha are about: Compassion, non-violence and Rights of individuals to freedom and opportunity.
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However, the Teaching of the Sinhalese, the Mahavamsa, is a Chronicle, which sowed the seed to Sinhalese Extremism… 
According to the teachings, a King named Dutthagamani ruled the South of the Island in 137 B.C. He slaughtered millions of Tamils. On advising the King on this slaughter the holy monks say, "From this deed arises no hindrance in thy way to heaven. Only one and a half human beings have been slain here by thee, O lord of men.” (Mahavamsa 25:109-112)

‘Political Buddhism’ - Obstacle to peace          This is not just folklore, but actively used in policies and new age politics in the country.
 “If we are governing we must govern, if we are ruling we must rule. Do not give in to the minorities. We are born Sinhalese and Buddhists in this country. Let us rule" - July 1981, Mrs Wimala Kanangara M.P.
Teaching ethnic chauvinism in Schools… 

“An important feature of post​colonial Sri Lanka has been the teaching of ethnic chauvinism and religious extremism to schoolchildren. This ethnic purity and racial superiority has a strong echo of Hitler's doctrine. Children of one ethnic group were not supplied with information which would create an understanding and respect for the way of life, culture and religion of the other.” – Brian Senewiratne, Consultant Physician in Brisbane, Australia.

The Result - Humanity was put at stake…

"Tamils are forced to live a dog's life” – October 1998, Mr. Kumar Ponambalam, leader of the All Ceylon Tamil Congress.
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Sinhala mob dancing around a Tamil youth, stripped naked, before pouring petrol and burning him to death, Colombo, 23 July 1983
Government-sponsored programs against the Tamils - On 24 July 1983, and in the succeeding weeks, around two thousand Tamils were killed  in the island of Sri Lanka by Sinhala people - some were burnt alive - and over a hundred thousand were rendered homeless.
Attacks on churches and Hindu temples - A number of temples, mosques and churches in Tamil areas are damaged or demolished by Sri Lankan Air Force bombings, army shelling and premeditated desecration by some Sinhalese soldiers and thugs. Many of these places of worship of Tamils are in ruin for years now without being repaired or reconstructed.
Deaths of many religious leaders – Several Catholic priests were slaughtered and severely injured in their work for humanity. 

Human suffering as War rages…

Sri Lankan government decided to launch a military offensive against the rebels, LTTE as a response to our genuine grievances. The military solution indeed came at a high price –lives of our loved ones were put at the front line. Over 200,000 civilians are cornered along with rebels in a small strip of land along the northeast coast of Sri Lanka.
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Death awaits any minute - "The conditions are absolutely awful. The people are living with a shortage of food and medicine and subjected to artillery and small-arms fire" - April 2009, Gordon Weiss, the UN spokesperson in Colombo.
Thousands of terrorized Tamils crossed into government-held areas in northern Sri Lanka are held in detention centers…
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Captivity – In the camp, people are herded behind coils of razor wire and are not allowed to leave. "It is a nasty place to be and it is distinctly uncomfortable." - April 2009, Gordon Weiss, the UN spokesperson in Colombo.
Future of many remains a question – "We are doing a lot of amputations. Many of the lower limbs are severely, severely injured and blown off ... We had a young woman of about 19 who is breastfeeding that I had to do a major leg amputation on. I just wonder what the future for her life and child will be." - April 2009, MSF.
Mental agonies – "They need some kind of psychological support. They are mentally and physically tortured" - E.G. Gnanakunalan, a Red Cross doctor
Torture, extra-juridical killing, rapes – "Many are tortured or simply shot. There are also reports of regular rapes" - April 2009, Thomas Seibert, German writer and Human Rights activist
The plight of children…

She'd witnessed her father and sister die - 
An eight-year-old girl witnessed her father and sister die from shelling in Vanni, and then her mother was shot on the way back. The girl was left with just her brother at her side. But in the chaos of their arrival at the temporary camps along with tens of thousands of other civilians, the two had been separated. - Stein Lied, aid worker with Save the Children in northern Sri Lanka.

"It is a catastrophic situation for children. We believe that the worst is yet to come" - Sarah Crowe, Regional Chief of Communications, UNICEF.

School at gunpoint
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An information pamphlet produced by the:

The Canadian Graduates Association (TCGA)

Contact:

2639 Eglinton Ave East,

2nd floor, unit #1,

Scarborough,ON,

M1K 2S2 

Phone (1-800) 530-2841

e-mail: info@tamilgraduates.ca
Web: http:/www.tamilgraduates.ca
Pray For Us

"They had not had Mass for months so when they saw me arrive in a cassock it was the main thing they wanted,"; It was a moving service. Many people broke down as prayers for the dead were offered. "It showed how many have lost loved ones" - Farther Perera theAge.Com.AU (Australia)

Aren’t we human enough to be cared?

"A crime against humanity" – Jan 2007, Rt Rev Rayappu Joseph The Bishop of Mannar Diocese.
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