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Russian ship stuck in the ice in Antarctica
A Russian icebreaker carrying more than 100 tourists, scientists and journalists on a cruise around Antarctica was struggling to 

free itself from sea ice about eight kilometres from clear water on yesterday, a shipping company said. ��� �����	���
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Afghanistan has slipped
three places to become
the world�s second 
most-corrupt country 
despite billions in aid
meant to bolster the 
government against a 
rising insurgency, 
according to an annual
survey of perceived levels
of corruption.

Only lawless Somalia,
whose weak UN-backed
government controls just a
few blocks of the capital,
was perceived as more cor-
rupt than Afghanistan in
Transparency Internation-
al’s Corruption Perceptions
Index.

Iraq saw some improve-
ment, rising to 176 of 180
countries, up two places
from last year. 

Singapore, Denmark and
New Zealand were seen as
the least corrupt countries
in the list based on surveys
of businesses and experts.

In Afghanistan, President
Hamid Karzai’s inability or

unwillingness to tackle
cronyism and bribery the
past five years have resulted
in an increase of support for
the Taliban insurgents. 

That has prompted calls
by the Obama administra-
tion for Karzai to tackle the
practice or risk forfeiting
U.S. aid. Since 2001, the U.S.
Congress has appropriated
more than $39 billion in hu-
manitarian and reconstruc-
tion assistance for
Afghanistan.

International donors are
increasingly questioning
how much of the billions of
dollars in aid might have
been misappropriated.

The report said examples
of Afghan corruption
ranged from the sale of gov-
ernment positions to daily
bribes for basic services.

Karzai unveiled an anti-
corruption unit and major
crime fighting force yester-
day after heavy pressure
from Washington.

In reaction to the report,

Ershad Ahmadi, the deputy
director general of the High
Office of Oversight and An-
ti-corruption in
Afghanistan, said that “cor-
ruption is a phenomenon
that will not go away
overnight. It is a problem
that will continue to be
with Afghanistan for a long
time.” ��� �����	���
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Afghan �corruption
is a phenomenon�

Rankings
Most corrupt:

1. Somalia
2. Afghanistan
3. Myanmar
4. Sudan
5. Iraq

Least corrupt:
1. New Zealand
2. Denmark
3. Singapore
4. Sweden
5. Switzerland
9. Canada
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Country slips in world rankings as aid pours in

�
�����	� Formerly con-
joined Bangladeshi twins
spent their first night in
separate beds and were in
serious but stable condition
yesterday following a
marathon surgery to sepa-
rate the toddlers, who were
joined at their heads.

Trishna and Krishna, who
turn three next month,
shared skull, blood vessels
and brain tissue. They were
separated after 25 hours of
delicate surgery and recon-
struction by a team of 16
surgeons and nurses.

Leo Donnan, chief of sur-
gery at Royal Children’s
Hospital in Melbourne said
the girls are in serious but
stable condition in the in-
tensive care unit. It is too
early to know whether the
girls suffered any brain
damage during the opera-
tion — an outcome doctors

said was a 50-50 chance.
The girls will remain in an
induced coma for monitor-
ing for several days.

“Their bodies have to re-
cover from this, and we’ve
got a lot of unknown terri-
tory we’re moving into,”
Donnan said.
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Separated twins stable after first night
�Their bodies have to recover from this,
and we�ve got a lot of unknown territory
we�re moving into.�
Leo Donnan, surgeon who separated twins


