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Denmark police reported
they had arrested over 1,000
demonstrators following
weekend long protests at
the climate summit in
Copenhagen. Protest organ-
izers estimated 100,000 peo-
ple had joined the march
from downtown
Copenhagen. 
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The burden of Alberta�s oilsands
Canadian politicians pushing for U.S. to shoulder costs of carbon emissions
Environment Minister Jim
Prentice appears to be in
agreement with former
Liberal prime minister
Paul Martin on who
should pay for the
environmental costs of Al-
berta�s oilsands energy.

Martin has been quoted
as saying the U.S. should
shoulder some of Canada’s
carbon emissions burden
because it’s the chief user
of energy from the oil-
sands.

Prentice, who is at the
Copenhagen climate sum-
mit, says if Americans buy
Canadian oil, the environ-
mental costs should be ab-
sorbed on the U.S. side of
the border.

Prentice told CTV News
that’s why the government
is working so closely with
the U.S. to make sure we
have a harmonized system

and a continental ap-
proach to reducing emis-
sions.

The environment minis-
ter says whether it is regu-
lations, or a cap and trade
system, it must be inte-

grated or we’ll end up los-
ing jobs in Canada and un-
dertaking costs that are
not our responsibility.

Martin, who served sev-
eral years as finance minis-
ter, said he fully supports

oilsands development.
But he also said develop-

ment should proceed at a
“rational pace,” and the re-
sulting environmental bur-
den should be shared by
the U.S.

The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives recently passed
a bill that contemplates
border tariffs on so-called
“dirty oil,” such as that
from Alberta's oilsands.
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A tailings pond reflects the Syncrude oilsands mine facility near Fort McMurray, Alta. 
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A new threat
The biggest threat to African elephants is no
longer poachers but climate change. Longer
dry seasons mean the elephants have to
move further to find food and water � and
that brings them into conflict with humans
trying to protect their crops.                       WWF

Orangutan in danger
Asia�s only ape � the orangutan � is in deep trouble. Climate change is adding to a range of

pressures on its last remaining strongholds in the rainforests of Indonesia. METRO NEWS SERVICES


